Yates School Community Focus Meeting
Thursday, September 27, 2007  7 p.m.

Yates School, 32nd & Davenport
Yates Neighborhood School Discussion Points
· The neighborhood would like to return Yates as our neighborhood school, and explore options for public library and community center – What will it take to accomplish?
· Many reasons for neighborhood school: stronger community; healthier physically to walk; build better relationships; weaves a “web” of neighborhood safety and ownership; better opportunities to partner with Gifford Park Neighborhood Association (GPNA), local business district, adjacent businesses and institutions; creates an environment for overall better learning experience for students
· If K-6 is not an option, how about K-5, K-4, K-3…
· Kellom currently is our neighborhood school – very difficult and unsafe for children to walk
· High children population in neighborhood (see census data)
· Why spend money on busing children to schools outside of our neighborhood (this affects opportunities for before and after school programs)

· Why not think ahead and prepare for additional residents with Mutual of Omaha Midtown Crossing Development
· Tougher to attract more homeowners and families into our neighborhood without a close neighborhood school
· Gifford Park neighborhood most ethnically diverse neighborhood in Omaha (September 2001 OWH article reporting census stats)

· Closest public library and community center is A.V. Sorensen, which is difficult for children to get to - could there be opportunity for some type of library and community center services
· Yates School is very close to Gifford Park, creating a natural connection
· The smaller building and land area offer challenges, what are possible expansion options?
· As a last resort if needed, GPNA would support removing houses adjacent to Yates for the common good long-term (note: could houses be purchased and used by the school “as is” with some modification?)
· There may be opportunities for additional parking and buildings on 32nd Street between Dodge and Davenport – this could increase the area size of the overall Yates School “campus”
· GPNA (currently 501c4) could possibly help with applying/partnering for grants to assist in any way

· Strong support from GPNA – organize and promote healthy youth and adult activities since 1988 (see GPNA brochure, newsletter, pictures)
· This project could be a model for the future of strong neighborhoods working together with OPS, libraries, community center (and many other partnerships including adopt-a-school), and taking advantage of our neighborhood’s diversity
· With large businesses and institutions nearby, what types of curriculum/programs could be developed for Yates School by partnering?
· Henry Yates wife Eliza sold the land to the Omaha School Board in 1916 for $1 with the agreement it be used for educational use (see Gifford Park History Book document on Yates School)

· What is the process and timetable for deciding the future of Yates School?
